
PLAYBILL
sunset theatre

Where  Peop l e  Come to  Play!



ISLAND MOUNTAIN ARTS

Workshops
(VISUAL ARTS, WRITING, DANCE, MUSIC)

Residencies

Exhibitions

Special events

ArtsWElls Festival
and more... 

Island Mountain Arts, Wells BC
250-994-3466  |  www.imarts.com  |  www.artswells.com



ISLAND MOUNTAIN ARTS

Workshops
(VISUAL ARTS, WRITING, DANCE, MUSIC)

Residencies

Exhibitions

Special events

ArtsWElls Festival
and more... 

Island Mountain Arts, Wells BC
250-994-3466  |  www.imarts.com  |  www.artswells.com

Welcome to the Sunset Theatre’s 
inaugural Summer Brochure.  Like 
the Sunset, it’s a work in progress 
so please check back periodically 
for updates and additions.  If there 
is something you would like to see 
in this brochure let us know - it 
could already be in the works, or it 
could be an idea that will help us 
improve our communication with 
you, our audience.  

This is our 12th season offering 
programming during the summer 
at the Sunset Theatre.  We have 
from the beginning offered A 
Presentation Series, Concert 
Series, Film Series, Production 
Series and what has become our 
signature - our Exploration Series.   

Thanks to the support of the 
Canada Council for the Arts, the 
BC Arts, Council, New Pathways 
to Gold, and the Rural Dividend 
Fund, we are premiering ‘The 
Drum is Calling You Home’ by 
Marcel Gagnon, which began last 
year as part of our Exploration 
Series under the title of ‘The 
Awakening of My People Through 
Sweat Lodge. We hope to tour 
this production around the 
region, throughout the Province 
and across the country. The 
partnerships we are forming with 
our Indigenous Community has 
been incredibly humbling and an 
honour to bring to stage their 
stories in a fusion of story-telling, 
music, theatre and ceremony. 

Thank you to all of our artists 
who have come to the Sunset 
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Theatre to share their talents, 
either through one of our 
programming opportunities or 
by performing through one of 
our community partners, such as 
Island Mountain Arts.  However 
you have found us, we are grateful 
you are here.  

On behalf of the 
Board of Directors for the Sunset 
Theatre Society, - a standing ovation 
and a heartfelt, Thank You - we could 
not go on without you!

Karen Jeffery, Artistic Director 

Sunset Theatre Society
 PO Box 22, 2357 Pooley Street
Wells BC,  V0K 2R0
250-094-3400
sunsettheatre@gmail.com



The Sunset Cabaret began with the 
inaugural season of the reopening of the 
Sunset Theatre in 2006.  Tim Sutherland 
and Artistic Director Karen Jeffery came 
up with concept as a fundraiser for 
the theatre but also for a place for the 
community to gather together in comedy 
and camaraderie. The Sunset Cabaret 
has been the theatre’s signature event 
from the beginning featuring countless 
performers from Barkerville, Wells, 
visiting musicians, dancers, and more.  
Christina Patterson and David Radcliff 
hosted the early days and helped build a 
legacy that is still thriving today. 

Chris Cooley and Stuart Cawood have 
been involved with the Sunset Cabaret 
from the beginning, starting off doing 
sketch comedy and lending their hilarious  
antics to a variety of scenes.  

With the sudden and untimely passing 
our dear friend and colleague Tim 
Sutherland, Chris and Stu with help from 
James Douglas took the helm of the ship 
and together have created a monthly 
fundraiser topped off with their own zany 
flair.  

There are so many people who lend their 
talents to the monthly Sunset Cabaret 
and by doing so directly support the 
efforts of the Sunset Theatre.  

Wells, BC

Stu Cawood & Chris Cooley

Matthew Bissett and Tim Sutherland
Sunset Cabaret, 2008

Stu Cawood and Andrew Hamilton

Chris Cooley

Sunset Cabaret Cast 2008

Sunset Cabaret Cast 2017

July 17, Aug 14, Sept 11



July 17, Aug 14, Sept 11



Emma Jarrett

This one-woman show was written once the shock had dissipated from my diagnosis 
of and treatment for breast cancer. Sometimes humorous, often thoughtful and 
quizzical, this roller coaster ride of emotion is an honest portrayal of being at the 
mercy of modern medicine, saved by the care of other practitioners and buoyed up by 
loved ones. An experience none of us want, far too many do, and which I believe could 
be greatly improved upon given a fresh perspective.

Credentials? Being brought up on The Complete Works of Shakespeare instead of a 
bible. A grandmother who took me to RSC productions in Stratford-upon-Avon from 
a very early age. Parents who figured a trip to the theatre was better than a birthday 
party with cake and ice-cream (I got over it). Training as a teacher of the Alexander 
Technique which I have used to help many a performer and now I feel it’s time to 
practice what I preach.

with Dramaturgy and Director Danette Boucher

Quesnel, BC

Emma Jarrett during Artist Retreat 
April 18 - 24

Arts Wells Special Performance, Aug 5, Time TBA



The Douglas Project
by Danette Boucher

Watch for Reading dates February 2019

Danette is a playwright, actor, director and 
historical interpreter based in Wells, BC. Since 
1989 Danette has specialized in the theatrical 
interpretation of British Columbia’s colonial 
history. In 1999 she founded her theatre 
company, Histrionics (HTC). HTC has created 
and produced several critically acclaimed 
shows, including The Great Love of Queen 
Victoria (nominated for a Jessie Richardson 
Theatre Award and voted one of the top two 
shows of the 2006 Winnipeg Fringe Festival 
by CBC, Manitoba), The Bride of Barkerville, 
Lady Overlander and The Fred Wells Show, 
which premiered for the Sunset Theatre 
in 2007) HTC was the in-house theatre 
company for the Parliamentary Players, the 
BC Legislature’s acclaimed summer theatre 
program, for over a decade. Danette also 
works with several museums and heritage 
sites as a museum theatre consultant. 
From 1993 to 2003 Danette was a co-artistic 
director of Barkerville’s renowned Street 
Theatre program. She played Margaret 
“Molly Brown” at the Royal BC Museum’s 
blockbuster Titanic Exhibit, and spent 
several years performing on stage at the 
Theatre Royal in Barkerville. In 2011 Danette 
was awarded her Master of Arts degree In 
Applied Theatre (specializing in museum 
theatre/historical interpretation) from the 
University of Victoria. Danette is currently 
writing a book about the effective use of 
museum theatre in a decolonizing land. In 
October of 2017 two of Danette’s scripts: 
Lady Overlander and The Fred Wells 
Show were presented by the University 
of Victoria’s Phoenix Theatre as their 

Wells, BC

About the Play
Sir James and Lady Amelia Douglas have been 
traditionally celebrated as the First Couple 
of Colonial Era British Columbia. However, as 
our national zeitgeist shifts toward a broader 
and more diverse version of history, many 
traditional and celebrated founding stories are 
ripe for reframing and retelling.

Sir James Douglas was the illegitimate son of 
Scottish sugar trader father and a Guyanese 
mother. Lady Amelia Douglas was the 
daughter of an Irish fur trader father and a 
Cree mother. Their union reflected the fur era 
trend for European traders to take indigenous 
women as wives and often abandon them 
once European women became available. Not 
only did the Douglas marriage endure, the 
couple rose to the highest ranks of society 
in an unprecedented era of adventure and 
change.  

The Douglas Project, a play interspersed with 
music and song, aims to re-examine the 
founding story of BC with special emphasis on 
the Douglas couple’s multicultural heritage, 
and Amelia’s life as an indigenous woman in a 
story that has often only been told from the 
European male perspective.

Spotlight on Alumni selection for the 
2017/18 season (under the title: West). 
Danette was born and raised in BC. She 
is of mixed heritage, but has always been 
fascinated by her Squamish First Nation 
and French Canadian ancestry, and how 
it intersects with the story of the land in 
which she lives. 



Love, aka Johnny Canuck’s Conversational 
Coital, is to explore the myriad ways in 
which incidents of grief and/or violent 
sexual abuse experienced as a child can 
impact an adult who has repressed the 
memories, and to do so by focusing on 
an accession of intimate relationships 

Brendan Bailey is a writer and actor based 
out of historic Wells, BC, and previously 
out of Vancouver, BC. He is an historical 
interpreter in Barkerville Historic Town-
site, has directed main-stage musicals 
for both ASNY and GOYA productions in 
Ottawa, ON, toured BC as a dancer with 
ZarYevka Ballet, appeared in featured 
and principal roles in film, television, 
and commercials, sang lead tenor for a 
six year seasonal run with the Christmas 
Revelers, and his Goldpan Poetry (a 
revealing tragicomic exploration in verse 
of human intimacy) performed monthly 
during the Sunset Cabaret is becoming 
a widely recognized element of his 
diverse performance repertoire (to read 
Brendan’s poetry visit theintrovertedactor.
wordpress.com). Brendan trained at the 
Canadian College of Performing Arts and 
the University of Victoria in Victoria, BC, 
and then through Cucumber Satellite 
Theatre & Film Society and Railtown 
Actors Studio in Vancouver. 
Brendan’s intent in writing Anatomy of 

About the Play...

Wells, BC

Brendan Bailey through poetic remembrance, each 
relationship exploring the impact of 
trauma and therefore representing a 
layer of repression. Being set in both the 
present and in the Cariboo Goldfields 
of the nineteenth century, Anatomy of 
Love plays with psychological layers of 
repressive armour by presenting them 
as the numerous layers of 1860’s historic 
Victorian dress and through an ever-
present analogy to deep shaft placer 
mining. Ultimately, Anatomy of Love is a 
play about love, loss, grief, hope, and the 
healing essence of intimacy.
 
Brendan wishes to add a voice to all 
those brave enough to speak out 
against sexual violence, to be an ally to 
all the women who have experienced 
or continue to experience this form of 
violence, but to also acknowledge that 
this psychologically destructive aggression 
is not entirely exclusive to one gender. 
Sexual violence impacts approximately 
75% of North American youth (60% 
female, 15% male) annually.



Anatomy of Love

A revealing tragicomic exploration of 
human intimacy in verse. 

Cast & Company
Devon ........................................................................... James Douglas
Kim ................................................................................... Julia Mackey
Director & Dramaturgy ........................................... Danette Boucher

Reading June 24 ~ 8:00 pm
Winter Production Dates TBA

     by Brendan Bailey



Richard Wright and Amy Newman have been telling the stories of British 
Columbia’s Cariboo gold rush for decades. As Newman & Wright Theatre 
Company they have been operating Barkerville’s Theatre Royal for 15 years. 
Here they have written, performed and produced 30 different shows about 
this time and place.

As a film producer, director, author and historian Richard has written 23 
books, most of these on the history of British Columbia. He has filmed 14 
shows for CBC on a variety of subjects and has worked on several films shot 
in the Cariboo. He excels at bringing history alive. One of his projects was 
to bring back camels to Barkerville - after 150 years. He operates Winter 
Quarters Productions as a photographer and cinematographer.

As a producer, artistic director, actor, writer, costume designer and performer 
Amy has developed a deep understanding of the people and the culture of 
the time. Her stage work is remarkable in its authenticity.  Together, their 
gold rush knowledge is seldom equaled. The Bonepicker.ca films bring all 
their skills to the forefront. They are now combining their skills to film and 
produce Cariboo Gold Rush Back-stories -  short form films telling the hidden 
stories of the men and women who made the gold rush part of their lives, as 
Richard and Amy have done.

June 23 at 7:30 pm 
July 4, 11 & 18, 25 at 7:30 pm

August 8, 15, 22 & 29 at 7:30 pm
~ By Donation at the Door ~

All proceeds go towards the making 
of the next great historic adventure.



Testimony: The Jessie Hamilton Story
Time 42:40 
Winner of Honorable Mention in the 
Documentary Feature Category – Los 
Angeles Film Awards.

The 1864 trial in the case of John 
Baumgartner vs Regina for the murder of 
Everina Rice. A miscarriage of justice is 
told and reviewed through reenactments, 
deep research and documentary evidence. 
A disturbing story that is as relevant today 
as it was 160 years ago.

The Nail: The Story of John Adair
Time 29:14

The story of Grouse Creek miner John 
Adair is traced through three generations, 
from the Battle of New Orleans to the 
Cariboo Gold Rush and beyond.  And you 
don’t really know the whole story until 
the twist at the end.

A Bad Bad Man: The Story of Boone Helm
Time: 29:51

Known as one of the worst, most depraved 
of all gold rush outlaws Boone Helm’s ride 
of lawlessness takes us from Kentucky to 
California through the Cariboo Gold Rush 
to the town of Virginia City, Montana.

Leap of Faith: 
The Story of John Jones, Overlander
Time: 27:40

In 1858 a small group of men left 
Faribault, Minnesota, heading for British 
Columbia Gold. It turned into a journey of 
desperation. This is their story of crossing 
the Rockies in early winter.

Searching for Alfred 
Time: 10:44

The story of Alfred Urlin, a Canadian 
Overlander of 1862 and Montana 
pioneer who was a founder of Missoula, 
Montana.

Avenger Redux 
Time 23:26
Winner of Best Documentary Short 
 – Los Angeles Film Awards
Winner of Best Cariboo Film 
 – Moonrise Film Festival

A film exploring the intriguing connection 
between  Barkerville miner Col. John Van 
Houten and the Earp clan of Tombstone, 
Arizona and how Wyatt Earp avenged his 
murder.
 
A Shooting in Tombstone
Time: 17

John Adams was one of the wealthy 
miners of Williams Creek, but a shootout 
and the death of a town constable in 
Tombstone, Arizona sent him to Yuma 
Territorial prison.

Listen  
Time: 3 min

A short look at the early town of 
Barkerville on Williams Creek, Cariboo.

A Country Called Cariboo
Time: 5:07

A music video from the Theatre Royal, 
Barkerville.

1869: The Rush to White Pine, Nevada
Time: 14:17

The Barkerville fire of 1868 sent miners 
fleeing the desolated town and heading 
for a new rush in the high White Pine 
Mountains of Nevada.

The Skedaddler
Time: 16:19

A Barkerville miner and Victoria merchant 
skedaddled, ran off on his debtors and 
ended up founding the town of Caliente, 
Nevada.



Charlie Ross

Vancouver, BC
“A self-proclaimed “professional geek,” 
Charles Ross is also a professional writer 
and performer who graduated from the 
UVic’s Department of Theatre in 1998 
with a specialization in acting. Renown 
for his hilarious one-man marathon par-
odies of famous film trilogies, Charles’ 
most well-known shows include One-
Man Star Wars Trilogy, One-Man Lord of 
the Rings, and his latest, One-Man Dark 
Knight: A Batman Parody.
His acts have taken him to over 180 cities 
in four continents around the world, 
from New York to London, from Dubai to 
Glastonbury, with stops in Singapore and 
New Zealand. Charles Ross was invited 
back to the Phoenix Theatre in 2007 to 
perform One-Man Star Wars Trilogy as 
the department’s “Spotlight on Alumni” 
presentation. This show has the blessing 
of George Lucas himself and was even 
performed at a Lucas film Star Wars con-
vention to mark the release of Star Wars: 
Episode 3: Revenge of the Sith. Perfor-
mances of One-Man Lord of the Rings 
have been publicly acclaimed by the likes 
of Vin Diesel and Gandalf himself, Sir Ian 
McKellan. Charles continues to write and 
act across North America and around 
the world. His recent work, The Adven-
ture of Ape Man and Fish Boy (created 
with Rod Peter Jr.), premiered in Victoria 
in May 2016.”

About the Play
It is a truth universally acknowledged 
that an actor in possession of a woman’s 
story must be in want of a wife to help 
him adapt it. Charles Ross, the One Man 
Star Wars, and visual artist Lisa Hebden 
tackle the greatest romantic come-
dy ever, with all the intrigue, dancing, 
proposals, and lace (did we mention the 
lace?). A&E’s Pride & Prejudice is being 
given the one man once over. We hope 
to leave you rolling in the aisles—but not 
Jane Austen rolling over in her grave.

“A new star is blazing … This show 
combines phenomenal skill—seamless 
transitions and masterful singing of inci-
dental music—with the innocence of an 
eight-year-old at play. ” —Colin Thomas, 
Georgia Straight

 “Impressive? You bet. Go early—the 
weekend lineups were huge.”  —Adrian 
Chamberlain, Victoria Times Colonist

lllll “Lord, we have a winner!” —
Edmonton Sun

lllll “Condensing Tolkien’s 1,350-
page masterpiece into a one-hour work 
of solo genius”  —Bartley Kives, Winnipeg 
FreePress (One Man Lord of the Rings)

Chicken for Supper Productions has 
produced One Man Star Wars, One Man 
Lord of the Rings, Sev, One Man 80’s 
Blank Tape, and One Man Dark Knight: 
A Batman Parody over the last 15 years. 
Charles Ross is a BFA graduate of the 
University of Victoria, Lisa Hebden is 
an award-winning visual artist and 
writer, and Danette Boucher is a Jessie 
Award-nominated actor, playwright, 
director, historian, and artistic director of 
Histrionics Productions.



It is a truth universally acknowledged that an actor in posses-
sion of a woman’s story must be in want of a wife to help him adapt 
it. Charles Ross, the One Man Star Wars, and visual artist Lisa 

 tackle the 
greatest romantic comedy ever, with all the intrigue, dancing, proposals, 
and lace (did we mention the lace?). A&E’s Pride & Prejudice is being given 
the one man once over. This will leave you rolling in the aisles.

One Man

Pride 
& Prejudice

Friday, June 29 ~ 8:00 pm 
Saturday, June 30 ~ 8:00 pm

Written by Lisa Hebden & 
Charles Ross
Directed by Danette Boucher

Chicken for Supper Production

Performed by Charles Ross

Presentat ionSeries...



I began writing Lester in the summer 2014. 
At first it was simply an exercise in writing 
something…anything. See, I was returning 
to school to study Social Work and 
Sociology so I thought I should at least 
reacquaint myself with the process of 
sitting down and writing for long periods. 
This I did and suddenly I had a script.

I went to school and I found myself in 
a class called Loss and Grief. One of my 
major projects for the class was a paper 
on loss, grief and death in Rock‘n’ Roll. 
The show already had a Rock ‘n’ Roll 
theme and the paper helped reinforce the 
content. The class took me to a place that 
ultimately caused me a great deal of grief 
and had social and personal ramifications 
that still haunt me to this day. I shan’t 
share the details lest I incriminate myself!
Suffice to say I learned a great deal about 
myself. One of the major lessons I learned 
was that I had written a play in which 
the major theme, aside from music, was 
indeed loss.

Pieces of the play were first read as a 
series of monologues at The Sunset
Cabaret here on the Sunset stage in the 
summer of 2015. My friend Chris Cooley 
hosted a reading of the still juvenile script 
at his place in Wells in September of that 
year. So the first reading took place in 

About the Play...
Wells, BC

JP Winslow the living room of the house. About eight 
people attended. Then I put the script away.

So I will admit something here and 
now. This show scares the shit out of 
me and here’s why: Some of it, at least 
thematically, has become true. Therefore, 
I resurrected the script in the fall of 2017. 
I had found that certain aspects of the 
original script were present in my personal 
life and I knew that I had to face them. I 
worked with my script here at the Sunset 
to create an improvised audio recording of 
the show which I then transcribed. I was 
lucky enough to have James Douglas agree 
to help me further develop the script and 
ultimately direct this production. With 
Karen and Dave Jeffery’s support we held a 
reading at the Sunset Theatre in February 
under the working title Vampire Load.
Lester is making its premiere here at the 
Sunset Theatre. There is a no better,
or more appropriate venue. What I have 
gained from living and working in this
place will always be greater than what I 
have lost. I believe that John Kennedy was 
talking about the space race when he said 
that we choose to do some things “…not 
because they are easy, but because they 
are hard…” Perhaps this is my theatrical 
“Moonshot”.

I have been playing and 
recording music for about 
twenty-five years.  I’ve played 
in a number of bands and 
performed in all kinds of venues 
from some of the grungiest 
bars in Vancouver’s Downtown 
East Side to the Theatre Royal in 
Barkerville.  The songs you will 
here tonight are a mixture of 
tunes that date back more than 
twenty years mixed with some 
cover songs in a number of 



Lester explores the most significant moment in the life of Lester Pinch 
– Guitarist and rocker, addict and depressive, lover and nihilist, Catholic 

and atheist. He’s a good guy in a bad world. Lester lives on the edge 
but he has choices. Will he choose God or Satan, love or hate, reality or 
fiction, friendship or enmity, lust or indifference, life or death? His task 

is to figure out  which of his choices is truly the lesser evil. 

Cast & Company
Lester ................................................................................. JP Winslow
Director ........................................................................ James Douglas
Stage Manager ............................................................ Leigh Robinson

Friday, July 13 ~ 8:00 pm followed by JP Winslow in  Concert 
Saturday, July 14 ~ 8:00 pm followed by JP Winslow in  Concert

 Friday, July 20 ~ 8:00 pm  followed by JP Winslow in  Concert

by JP Winslow

Warning: Coarse language and mature subject matter. 
Viewer discretion is advised.

   genres.  The most recent songs have a direct link to the play I am performing 
here at the Sunset this summer.  The play is entitled Lester so maybe this 
musical performance could be called Songs for Lester. The earlier of my songs 
were influenced by bands like The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, The police, and 
artists like Bowie and Lou Reed.  Others come from a more folk tradition and 
are influenced by Gordon Lightfoot and a host of other singer songwriters.  
The newer tunes are influenced by a number of older Prog-Rock and more 
recent Metal bands such as Opeth, Rush, Ghost, King Crimson, Watain, along 
with artists who sometimes intermingle electronic music with hard rock 
like Marilyn Manson and those who blend electronic and dance with certain 
elements of folk like A3.  Currently, I have produced five independent albums, 
an EP and several singles.  The albums are available on CD here at the Sunset.  
You can also find me on iTunes.I hope you enjoy listening to the songs as 
much as I enjoy playing them.    



Writers’ Workshop, The Citadel Theatre’s 
Foote Theatre School, the University of 
Alberta’s New Works Festival, to name a 
few.“You see, boys and girls... bad things 
happen to good people all the time. So, 
it’s our job to make sure we’re as prepared 
as possible for the innumerable threats 
that can and will come our way. And not 
just prepared prepared - Miss Katelyn 
prepared.”

Columbine. Newtown. Orlando. Parkland.
Welcome to class 3B at Saint Joseph’s 
Elementary School. Your teacher, Miss 
Katelyn, knows the world is a dangerous 
place and her life-saving lesson is about to 
begin.

A HILARIOUSLY DARK AND TRAGICALLY 
RELEVANT PLAY: As the gun control 
debate rages and teenagers take to the 
streets in protest, Miss Katelyn’s Grade 
Three Prepare for the Inevitable is a 
timely exploration of panic, prevention 
and paranoia in a post-truth world. In 
the play, a well-intentioned elementary 
school teacher conducts an unsanctioned 
presentation on how to survive a school 
shooting.

Miss Katelyn’s Grade Threes Prepare for 
the Inevitable is a comedic drama about 
one woman’s desperate attempt to keep 
her students out of harm’s way. Not 
everything is as it seems in this breakneck 
investigation of panic, prevention, and 
paranoia in a post-truth world.

Elena Belyea is a queer playwright, 
performer, producer, and arts educator 
from Edmonton, AB and the Artistic 
Director of Tiny Bear Jaws (a little theatre 
company with teeth). Elena has also 
been the former Artistic Director of the 
Common Ground Arts Society, and a co-
founder of the Edmonton Found Festival, a 
showcase of multidisciplinary arts events 
that take place in non-traditional venues. 
She was a member of Nightwood Theatre’s 
2016-2017 Write from the Hip playwriting 
program, where she developed her play 
Smoke.

She studied theatre at the University 
of Alberta (BA Honours in Theatre and 
Creative Writing) as well as the National 
Theatre School of Canada (Playwriting). 
Her plays have received numerous awards, 
including First Place in the 2015 Wildside 
National Playwriting Competition with 
her play Cleave, as well as Best Production 
and Best New English Text at the 2015 
Montreal Fringe Festival for her one-
woman show Miss Katelyn’s Grade Threes 
Prepare for the Inevitable (premiering 
in french in Montreal as part of Théâtre 
Prospero’s 2017-2018 season). 

She has mentored emerging writers and 
theatre makers for almost a decade 
through numerous arts organizations 
such as the University of Virginia’s Young 

Edmonton, AB

Elena Belyea

About the Play



Monday July 23 ~ 8:00 pm 
Tuesday July 24 ~ 8:00 pm 

Presentation Series...

Winner of Best Production and Best New English Text at the 2015 
Montreal Fringe Festival and nominated for a 2016 Sterling Award for 

Best New Fringe Play.

“There’s no denying this show’s sincerity or gut-wrenching power.” – 
Montreal Gazette

“By the end, Belyea has made us laugh, terrified us, and tugged at our 
heartstrings… A+ show!” – Vue Weekly

Cast & Company
Miss Katelyn .....................................................................Elena Belyea
Director .................................................................................................

Special Guest Actor ..................................................... James Douglas

Stage Manager ............................................................... Tori Morrison



Amy Lee Newman turns back time to the 
1860s, as we take a tour of the Cariboo 
Gold Rush and Barkerville, as seen through 
the eyes of real-life women and men who 
came searching for gold and experienced 
this tumultuous period of BC’s history.

We’ll meet a few of Barkerville’s most 
interesting citizens:  Catherine Parker, an 
Irish boarding house keeper; Elisabeth 
Haub, an indentured dance hall girl from 
Germany; Joseph Halpenny, an Overlander 
on the trail to gold in Cariboo; and 
Sarah Greer, an American with a prison 
sentence for running a brothel. 

150 years ago, women’s stories were 
rarely heard; now Amy will bring their 
long-silenced voices to life. With story 
and song, through tales of privation, 
perseverance, hope and humour, “My Life 
in the Gold Rush” traces the pioneer spirit 
that reached throughout Western North 
America and helped create the culture we 
live in today.

As an artistic director, actor, writer, 
costumer and performer Amy has 
developed a deep understanding of the 
people and the culture of the time. Her 
stage work is remarkable in its authenticity.

About the Play

Vancouver & Wells, BC

Amy NewmanThe Presentation Series 
is an opportunity for the Sunset 
Theatre to host and introduce 
the Cariboo with some of the 
best independent theatre from 
around the province, across 
the country and right here at 
home. 
Since re-opening its doors, 
the Sunset has presented 
46 professional theatre 
productions, starting with 
Whale Nation by Kevin 
Williamson in 2005 to Charles 
Ross’ one  man Pride and 
Prejudice this summer 2018.  

Creating theatre in any 
context, whether it’s a one man 
show or a cast of a thousand 
takes an enormous amount 
of time , energy, money and 
dedication. 

The Sunset Theatre strives 
to present some of the best 
theatre currently being 
produced. They are imaginative, 
thoughtful and innovative 
bursts of creative energy.  

The Presentation Series is 
a chance to come out and 
support touring theatre artists 
who want to share their stories 
from the rest of the world and 
right here are home. 



Presentat ion Series...
My Life in the Gold Rush

Thursday July  19 at 8:00 pm 
Thursday Aug 23 at 8:00 pm

Written and performed by Amy Lee Newman

“Go and find yourself a better life,” she said, “beyond these 
parish gates, where you aren’t bound in by the sea and

fences of stone, where life is not such a struggle.” 
So, we came here – to a land of more stone and more struggle!

One woman’s 
story through 

History, Poetry 
& Song

An 
Indomitable 

Spirit

Great for the whole Family



Tickets can be purchased at the door 30 minutes before the show or 
on line by visiting www.sunset-theatre.com/tickets via PayPal. We 
accept Cash and Visa, MasterCard using  Square. We now can use 
Debit TAP. Children 12 and under are $5 but must be supervised by 
an Adult. Some content may not be suitable for children. Schedule 
subject to change. Call: 250-994-3400

Sunset Theatre 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
8:00p (V) 
Sunset Cabaret

7:30p (F) 
Bone Pickers

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
7:30p (ES) 
Anatomy of 
Love

8:00p (T) Pride 
& Prejudice

8:00p (T) Pride 
& Prejudice

June

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
7:30p (F)
 Bone Pickers

7:00p (O) IMA 
Artist Talks

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
7:00p (O) IMA 
Artist Talks

7:30p (F)
 Bone Pickers

 8:00p (T)  
Lester 

 8:00p (T)  
Lester

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:00p (V) 
Sunset Cabaret

7:30p (F)
 Bone Pickers

8:00p (T)  
My Life in the 
Gold Rush

 8:00p (T)  
Lester & JP 
Winslow 
Concert

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:00p (T) Miss 
Katelyn's 
Grade 3's…

8:00p (T) Miss 
Katelyn's 
Grade 3's…

7:30p (F)
 Bone Pickers

7:30p
The Road 
Forward (F)

29 30 31

July



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
8:00p (C) 
Instructors 
Concert

 8:00p (T) Drum 
is Calling You 
Home

ARTS WELLS ARTS WELLS

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

ARTS WELLS ARTS WELLS

7:30p (F)
 Bone Pickers

 8:00p (T) Drum 
is Calling You 
Home

 8:00p (T) Drum 
is Calling You 
Home

 8:00p (T) Drum 
is Calling You 
Home

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:00p (V) 
Sunset Cabaret

7:30p (F)
 Bone Pickers

8:00p (ES) 
Malhpaka7

8:00p (ES) 
Malhpaka7

#REF! 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:00p (ES) 
Malhpaka7

8:00p (C) Harp 
Concert

7:30p (F)
 Bone Pickers

8:00p (T)  
My Life in the 
Gold Rush

7:00p (F) 6th 
Moonrise  Film 
Festival

1:00p (F) 6th 
Moonrise  Film 
Festival 
(All Day)

26 27 28 29 30 31
1:00p (F) 6th 
Moonrise  Film 
Festival 
(All Day)

7:30p (F)
 Bone Pickers

8:00p (C) 
Patrick Courtin 
trio

August

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
1:00p 
CFRD Radio 
Interviews

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2:00p (T) The 
Fred Wells 
Show

8:00p (ES) A 
Song for my 
Mother

8:00p (ES) A 
Song for my 
Mother

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8:00p (V) 
Sunset Cabaret

September

At A Glance

Please check back for added programming, updates and 
Year-round information. 



History of the Sunset Theatre
The Sunset Theatre, built during the 
depression, opened its doors December 
6, 1934, in the booming gold-mining 
town of Wells, set against the backdrop 
and rolling hills of the Cariboo 
Mountains. During the 1930’s, Wells 
boasted a population of over 4000 
residents, but hard times diminished the 
population to just over 250 residents 
and has remained close to this even 
today. Only 8km from the historic 
town of Barkerville and 28 km from the 
world-renowned Bowron Lake, Wells is 
becoming a popular Tourist Destination.  

Originally built as a movie theatre in 
1934, the Sunset has been a dance-hall, 
BC’s first gambling hall (the Dominion 
Club), dance hall, community hall and 
even a morgue.  But as the prospect 
of gold faded, so too did the town and 
the opening of the Lode Theatre on the 
Barkerville Highway all but sealed its 
fate and the theatre sat empty awaiting 
its inevitable demise due to the harsh 
and unforgiving elements of the Cariboo.  

The Sunset Theatre has changed 
hands several times throughout its 
history and was operated by the Wells 
Historical Society for many years during 
the late 1970’s through the early 80’s, 
playing movies and hosting community 
gatherings.  As one local recalls - “The 
Sunset Theatre became the King-Pin’ of 
the community.”  

In 1999 when the building was purchased 
by Karen Planden and soon after, along 
with her husband Dave and 4 children 
began the journey of restoring the 
theatre beyond its former glory offering 
professional live theatre, movies, boot 
camps and concert venue.

In 2006 the Sunset Theatre Society 
had its first inaugural season of 
programming but in the winter of 2009, 
after the majority of the renovations had 
been completed, the roof of the theatre 



Historical Overview
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2000

2001

2002

2003

2004 2

2005 1 1 1 1 2

2006 3 4 5 3 18 1 2

2007 1 4 1 5 5 2 1 2

2008 6 2 3 5 4 1 2

2009 1 1 2 1

2010 4 3 3 1 3 1 3 1

2011 1 8 3 8 1 4 1

2012 1 2 3 4 1 1 5 1

2013 1 4 6 3 30 1 6 1

2014 5 4 2 4 30 1 7 1

2015 6 4 2 1 2 30 1 7 1 1

2016 3 3 2 2 5 30 0 9 4 4

2017 7 3 1 1 4 35 0 17 3

2018 7 3 2 4 6 35 1 15 3 4

Totals 41 49 13 38 54 215 7 77 8 28

SUNSET	THEATRE	SOCIETY	HISTORY	AT	A	GLANCE

The	Year	the	Roof	
Collapsed

Purchased	in	1999,	Restoration	and	Renovations	have	been	on	going	which	have	included:	New	Foundation,	Roof,	Electrical	
Upgrades,	Plumbing,	Flooring,	Mezzanine,	Technical	Booth,	Loge	Boxes,	Resource	Library,	Concession	&	Lobby	Public	

Washrooms,	Green	Room,	Dressing	Rooms	(x2)		with	full	Bathrooms,	Extended	Stage,	new	Proscenium	Arch,	Refurbished	
100	Historic	Chairs	through	Chair	Campaign

THIS	IS	ON	GOING	...IMPROVEMENTS	ARE	BEING	MADE	ALL	THE	TIME

Primary	season	is	July	and	August

The	Year	the	Roof	Collapsed

had collapsed under the snow load. It was a devastating turn of events.  With the 
help of the community, an incredible engineer and insurance the Sunset Theatre 
was saved and it raised the roof once again.  This chart is an overview of creative 
activity that has taken place since reopening its doors in 2006. 



This new play written and  performed by 
Marcel Gagnon, takes the  audience on a 
journey of the human spirit  depicted in 
four rounds. Each round tells  Marcel’s 
story from a young man discovering his 
aboriginal roots to making peace with 
the inner callings of his heritage and 
the desires that propels him forward to 
build a meaningful life. This story is an 
awakening of one man’s spirit leading 
him home, from the echoes within that 
resonate through into his community 
and beyond. It gives the audience a 
glimpse into what it not only means to 
be aboriginal, but what it means to be 
human, the difficult choices each of us 
face.  The decision to follow his heart and 
spirit into the unknown that lead him 
home. 

The development of this play started 
last year with a phone call - ‘can you help 
me create...’ Yes! was the answer and 
from there we jumped into the journey 
of creating this piece of theatre that 
weaves together so many different forms 
of communication.  To make a play come 
to life takes many iterations of ‘putting it 
on its feet’ . After the initial workshop, it 
was evident there was something special 
taking shape, so we decided to explore 
the process further with the hope to tour 
the production throughout the Cariboo, 
Province and beyond.  

Thank you to the Canada Council, BC 
Arts Council, New Pathways to Gold, 
the Province of BC for supporting the 
development of this production. 
 

Born in Prince George, BC, an Elder of 
the Lheidli T’enneh Band and the 16th 
of 20 children.  Gagnon was involved 
in music from his youth, playing for 
dances, weddings and private functions, 
as well as for radio shows.  He recorded 
his breakthrough album Crazy Maker at 
the Banff Centre for the Arts for which 
he received a Juno Award nomination 
for Best  Aboriginal Album of 2002; 
he now has a total of four albums. In 
1997, he graduated from University of 
the Fraser Valley with a Certification in 
addictions counselling. Himself, affected 
by fetal alcohol syndrome disorder, 
Gagnon became a founding Director of 
the  Whitecrow Village FASD Society in 
2002 He is a prominent advocate and 
counsellor for persons affected by the 
Canadian Indian residential school system. 
Marcel is also the designated elder for 
the ‘Aghelh Nebun Camp and the Prince 
George  Activators Society working with 
men released from incarceration.  He 
teachesthat “Man’s struggle with himself 
has always been dark against light.  
Negative versus positive.” 

About the Play...Marcel Gagnon

Lheidli T’enneh Nation



The Drum is Calling You Home

From Wolf to Raven to Frog to Beaver, this powerful fusion of 
traditional Story-telling, Concert, Ceremony & Theatre, offering a rare 
opportunity to experience living reconciliation by looking within at the 

age-old question - “where do I belong?”  

Cast & Company
Elder and Playwright .................................................. Marcel Gagnon
Susyaz/Little Bear ......................................................Aaron M. Wells*
Director & Creative Facilitator ................................... Karen Planden*
Set Designer .................................................................. Hans Seafkow 
Costume Designer ..................................................... Lahna Lampson
Costume & Traditional Builder .....................................Keom Johnson 
Lighting  ............................................................................Dave Jeffery
Sound Design  ..................................................................... Jenn Lewis
Stage Manager ..........................................................Duncan Gillespie
Stage Crew & Carpentry ......................... Zander Felton, Fernondo RJ

Aug 2, ~ 8 pm Aug 3, 4 ~ 2 pm, Aug 9, 10, 11 ~ 8pm 

* The participation of these Artists are arranged by permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association 
under the provisions of the Dance Opera Theatre Policy (DOT).”

by Marcel Gagnon



Malhpaka7/Yvonne Dixon. I am 
Nlakapamux, a retired Early Childhood 
Educator, a Infant/Toddler Educator, 
Office Administrator, Selective logger 
and I also worked in the catering 
industry.
My parents are Myrtle (maiden name 
Spinks) 1928-1999 and Peter Dixon 
(1927- 1977). My mother’s blood line is 
Nlakapamux and my father blood line 
is Nlakapamux/Chinese. My mother’s 
formal education was at St. Georges 
Residential school in Lytton BC. My 
father had no formal education, from 
the age of eleven he was on his own. So 
his education was a collection of English, 
Nlakapamux, Chinese, Secwepemc 
(Kamloops), Tsilhqotin (Williams Lake), 
Russian. Dad filled our world with 
exploration of different cultural foods, 
music, dances, games, stories and life 
skill lessons. My dad was a carpenter 
by trade and a Nlakapamux shaman 
(Nlakapamux medicine man). Before 
I was born dad gave me the spirit of a 
eagle. I was born in 1956 in Abbotsford 
BC, raised on Siska Flats from the age of 
six. Siska Flats is 11 km south of Lytton 
B.C. I  am one of ten children, with a 
majority been girls I was designated 
forth son, running alongside my older 
brother Pete and younger brother Art 
. As children of a large family in this 
time period we all had our chores and 

Yvonne Dixon

 Nlakapamux Nation

duties to carry out in order to keep 
our household running smoothly and 
to help with our financial needs. My 
chores were mainly outdoors: fishing, 
hunting, planting the garden, collecting 
fire wood, maintained the water line. 
As a young child I along with a few 
family members went to the USA to pick 
berries, fruits and veggies to support our 
families  financial needs. Locally within 
the Nlakapamux territory we supplied 
extended family members with food 
security needs. My indoor chores were 
dishes and general cleaning. 

Credits: Nlakapamux 
Elders: Mildred Michell, Hilda Austin, 
Susanne Swartz, Peter Quinn, Peter 
Dixon Sr. Beatrice Marie Anderson, Man-
dy Na’zinek Jimmie, Ernie and Pauline 
Michell, Jennifer Brown and my dearest 
friend Veronica Micelli.

 

Your enjoyable accommodation 
experience … in our expert hands! 

Barkerville Highway, Wells 
www.hubsmotel.ca 
info@hubsmotel.ca 

250-994-3313 

This project was made possible by....



M a l h p a k a 7
by Yvonne Dixon

Cast & Company
Actor& Musician ........................................................Danielea Castell
Director .............................................Karen Planden, Lahna Lampson
Dramaturgy ...............................................................Nicolle Nattrass
Masks ............................................................................. Carolyn Quirt
Stage Manager ..........................................................Duncan Gillespie
Special Thanks to ...Bryon Spinks is on the board of directors for the 
Stein Valley Nlakapamux School in Lytton

Staged Reading August 17

Malhpaka7 is the story of two woman lving a centruy apart and the 
discovery of how they are more alike than different. Both warrior 
woman of thier time, and the significant contribution they made 
to the Nlakapamux Nation. This development project through the 
Exploration series will be using mask, movement and song to bring 
this story to life. 



Where People Come to Play!

sunset-theatre.com     .     facebook    .    instagram    .    twitter    .    250-994-3400

h     h     h     h

One Great Film Festival 
Now at Two Great Venues

Friday August 24 - 8pm

Never Steady,  Never Still
Saturday August 25 - 8pm

Heel Kick!
Sunday August 26 - 8pm

The Doctor’s Case

Saturday August 25  - 4pm

Short Film Block 1
Sunday August 26  - 4pm

Short Film Block 2

h
h

$10 Per Screening 
$25 Per Weekend Pass At the JackAt the Sunset

Screen Play, Directed and Produced by Wells’ very own 
James Douglas

Featuring: JP Winslow, Andrew Hamilton, Stewart Cawood, 
Danette Boucher, Michelle Lieffertz, Shawna Berry, 
Brendan Bailey, Christopher Cooley, Katelyn Escott ,

Production Team: Michelle Lieffertz,  Mia Cirotto,  
Stewart Cawood, Jennifer Lewis, Shawna Berry, Andrew Hamilton



JP Winslow
Concert  Ser ies...Film Series...

One Festival ~One Ticket  ~ Two Great Venues
Dozens of Films from Around the World!

Schedule to be announced soon...



Take a step back in time in our
historic 1930's hotel. Comfy rooms,
rooftop hot-tub, cafe, pub & more!

CAFE
OPEN DAILY - CHECK US OUT!

www.facebook.com/pooleystreetcafe 2 5 0 . 9 9 4 . 3 2 4 7

for reservations call

Cariboo Joy
R.V. Park

Full Service 
walk to services in unique

gold rush frontier town, Wells. 
5 minute drive to Barkerville. 

CaribooJoy.com  
250 994 3463



Patrick Courtin Trio

The Patrick Courtin Trio perform their favourite jazz standards 
accompanied by fresh original compositions.  Formed in Nanaimo 
in 2012, the trio brings together two of Courtin’s close friends and 
favourite musicians.  Patrick and Andrew Cullen met while studying 
music at Vancouver Island University, and were both quickly known 
as rising stars in the Vancouver Island music scene.  James McRae is a 
seasoned professional who Patrick has been playing with since their 
chance meeting at a jam session.

The first official performance of the Patrick Courtin Trio was Patrick’s 
university graduation concert, and this cemented the years of musical 
collaboration that would follow.  The trio have since played dozens of 
shows together, maintaining their roots in swing jazz, with infusions 
of Latin, Blues, and Hard Bop. Patrick’s arrangements are an exciting 
blend of old and new, marrying tradition with innovation for a joyful 
celebration of musical communication.

August 31  ~  8:00 pm

Concert  Ser ies...

With special guest vocalist 
Amy Newman

James McRae, drums & Marisha Devoin, bass



The Fred Wells show is the story of the 
founder of the town of Wells, BC.
Fred Marshall Wells, an American 
prospector, suspected that the mountains 
and creeks had not given up all their gold 
during the great Cariboo Gold Rush of the 
1860s and 70s. Just as the world sank into 
the Great Depression, his Cariboo Gold 

James received acting training at the U 
of Victoria and the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts in New York. He has 
appeared in stage plays across North 
America, including The Merchant of Venice, 
The Comedy of Errors, Hamlet, A View from 
the Bridge, The Mail Order Bride, Chemin 
de Fer, Romeo and Juliet, Seven Stories, 
Filthy Rich, Odd Jobs, The Marowitz Hamlet, 
Electra, Ion and The Fred Wells Show. He 
has had principal roles in a number of 
independent films and shorts, including 
X Spots the Mark, My Pyramids, Notaries, 
Defenseless, Pigboy, Like Blood Through Ice, 
Stalking and Final Breath, as well as written 
and performed for sketch comedy troupes 
such as the Acclaim Jumpers, Beg Dirty Nun, 
the Cariboo Amateur Dramatic Association, 
and the Sunset Cabaret.

He is currently the Manager of Visitor 
Experiences and Public Relations for Barkerville 
Historic Town & Park (western North 
America’s largest living history museum) 
and has been Artistic Associate and General 
Manager of Histrionics Theatre Co. since 2001.

About the Play

Wells, BC

James Douglas Quartz Syndicate sprang to life, starting 
the second great rush to Cariboo (this time 
in the 1930s.) Fred unexpectedly found 
himself in a position to save scores of 
people from the ravages of poverty. 
The little town of Wells, created to 
support Fred’s mine, was one of the few 
places in the world to thrive and prosper 
during the Dirty Thirties. And it continues 
to thrive today. Many of the same buildings 
constructed in the 30s survive in present 
day Wells, including the Sunset Theatre. 

The Fred Wells Show was written in 
2007 by Danette Boucher, as part of her 
Masters Thesis in Applied Theatre/Museum 
Theatre. It was originally produced as 
part of the Sunset Theatre’s Exploration 
Series, and since its creation it has been 
presented in New Mexico, Victoria, Quesnel, 
Barkerville, One Hundred Mile, Vancouver, 
and numerous other locations. The show 
is a tribute to the town of Wells, and to its 
little theatre that has been host to artists 
from across the world.

James Douglas in the first production of The 
Fred Wells Show at the Sunset Theatre, 2007

Photos by Bill H
orne



Presentat ion Series...
The Fred Wells Show

Written and Directed by Danette Boucher
A Histrionics Theatre Co. Production

with James Douglas as Fred Wells

Sunday, Sept 2  | 2:00 pm 



Good Housekeeping
by Nicolle ANttrass

Nicolle Nattrass is an actress (CAEA/UBCP), 
playwright (PGC), theatre instructor and 
creativity coach.She holds a B.F.A. in Acting 
from University of Victoria (’91).She also 
earned her Certification as an Addiction 
Counselor (CAC II 1441) in 2007.
 
She has performed across Canada in 
regional theatres, on radio & in commercials 
and film/tv. Some of her favourite roles 
have included:  “Character B” in the 2015-
2016 Canadian premiere of PostSecret: The 
Show (Firehall Theatre), Patsy in Perfect 
Pie (Great Canadian Theatre), Isabelle 
in The Orphan Muses (English Canadian 
Premiere at the Belfry Theatre/ Western 
Canada Theatre), Constanze in Amadeus 
(Western Canada Theatre),Carol in Oleanna 
(Nanaimo Festival Theatre) and in her own 
comedy duo, The Drama Queens.Her first 
solo show, Brownie Points ( Boldly Going 
Where No Brownie has gone before) earned 
her, as writer and performer,nominations 
for Outstanding Original Play and 
Outstanding Performance at the Jessie 
Richardson Theatre Awards. Brownie 
Nicolle currently serves on the National 
Forum for PGC (Vancouver Island & Gulf 

Lantzville BC About the Play
Beatrice enters a contest in “Good 
House-keeping Magazine” and wins a 
weekend spa retreat for mothers and 
daughters. An unexpected guest arrives 
and starts a roller coaster of a weekend 
for mother and daughter. The journey is 
both comedic and poignant as Beatrice 
and Jeanine attempt to spend some 
much needed quality time together.

A Playwritng Retreat, Artist in Residence

August 2018

Islands region) and is Artistic Associate for 
TheatreOne (Nanaimo) as a Dramaturg/
Director in their Emerging Voices program. 
She served as Deputy Chair for the Womens 
Caucus, Playwrights Guild of Canada 
from 2009- June 2012.  She has served as a 
juror for Theatre BC’s Canadian National 
Playwriting Competition in 2008 & 2009. 
Her passion and work is about carrying a 
message whether as an actor, writer or 
instructor/facilitator. As a facilitator, her 
passion is to help others carry and voice 
their personal, professional or artistic 
message. She has facilitated many writing 
and creative exploration workshops for a 
diverse range of groups and ages with an 
emphasis on personal growth, creative self 
expression and healing.



A Song For My Mother 
by Shawna Eileen Berry

Shawna has been a performing artist for 
more than 40 years, working as an actor 
throughout BC, including live theatre, 
musical theatre, film and television.  
Acting and singing brings her great joy, 
with her love of music coming from her 
mother, Louise.  Both mezzo sopranos, 
they shared music often, even in the 
middle of the night, playing the pianos and 
singing with each other.

Historical interpretation is a great love of 
Shawna’s; she first worked in Barkerville 
nineteen years ago, and finally made it 
back sixteen years later, to stay and make 
the Cariboo her home.

Shawna is honoured to be part of locally 
produced projects with so many brilliant 
artists, such as The Sunset Cabaret and 
The Doctor’s Case movie, as well as 
upcoming theatre and film projects.  She 
is thrilled to have this opportunity, and the 
encouragement, to write & share the story 
of her mother’s last year

Wells, BC About the Play
A SONG FOR MY MOTHER

The excruciating pain of watching my 
best friend slowly die and the exquisite 
joy and truths we experienced together 
during that time.

The story of the last year of my mother’s 
life: I rushed home from living in Ireland 
upon being told my mother had two 
weeks to live after being diagnosed with 
cancer for the second time.  My life on 
hold, I became her main care giver for 
that last year of her life.

Discovering faith, humour, forgiveness, 
music, joy, and great unending love 
survive even in the most gut wrenching, 
terrifyingly darkest moment of our lives.

PS. Do not underestimate the healing 
power of eating apple pie for breakfast... 
in bed... with your entire family.  But don’t 
worry - if the bed breaks, small potatoes 
to cancer!

Director and Dramaturgy - Dirk Van Stralen

 Reading September 7 & 8  8pm



The concept for ‘Blood Runs Through 
My Braids’ was inspired by Kym’s recent 
haircut that took place on a full moon 
just a few days before she arrived in 
Wells. With her six-inch freshly cut braid 
in hand, she set out to explore the many 
aboriginal cultural teachings and world-
views. Kym gathered pictures, images, 
events, memories, drawings, dreams, 
concepts and desired outcomes. What 
emerged was an exciting discovery of 
her relationship with hair and how it 
informed her as a woman, mother, and 

Kym Gouchie is a musician, artist and now 
playwright.  Her music is a tapestry of 
traditional first nations, folk, and country, 
weaving lyrics based on personal journey’s 
in the hopes of fostering change through 
reconciliation, education and awareness. 
Her deeply rich and powerful voice evokes 
a social conscience that can be heard 
in her latest CD, Northern Shining Star 
Woman’ featuring the single ‘Cleansing 
the Highway’ which pays tribute to the 
missing and murdered women along 
the Highway of Tears. Her single ‘Sister 
Rain’ reached #1 on the NCIFM National 
Aboriginal Top 40 Music Countdown, and 
her latest release ‘For the People’ can 
be heard on the EP released by her band 
Northern Sky. 

About the Play...

Kym Gouchie

Lheidli T’enneh Nation

artist. 
She learned about the significance 
that hair plays within her aboriginal 
culture and the integral role it plays in the 
identification of self and the balance 
of power. Her great-grandmother had 
kept her hair and burned it in monthly 
ceremonies. Intuitively, Kym has known 
the power and sacredness of hair. 

Hair represents status in her community; 
hunters kept their hair long so they 
could sense their prey; the cutting of hair 
exert control and power over someone 
(residential school); the cutting of hair 
on a full moon helps hair to grow thicker 
and faster (moving forward). To be asked 
to braid someone’s hair is considered a 
sacred honour. The foundation for the 
play is exploring themes of identity, 
power, greed, honour, trust and spiritual 
guidance.

How her four grandmother’s hair , 
burned it - snow white hair, ceremony - 
significance, matriarchal. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
DEVELOPING AN IDEA FOR 

A PLAY? 
LET US KNOW.  
YEAR-ROUND 

EXPLORATION SERIES 
SPOTS AVAILABLE FOR 

CONSIDERATION

Visit us on-line at 
www.sunset-theatre.com 

or call 
250-994-3400

or email: 
sunsettheatre@gmail.com



Her Blood Runs Through My Braids

Long time ago... my blind granny told me that my hair was very 
sacred. She said our hair holds our memories. Keep it and to never 

leave it laying around otherwise someone may use it for bad 
medicine. “Kymmie, always take good care of your hair”.  
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Cast & Company
Actor and Playwright .....................................................Kym Gouchie
Dramaturgy ............................................................... Michelle Thrush

Reading During Arts Wells + Retreat - December 2018 ~ TBA

by Kym Gouchie



SUNSET THEATRE SOCIETY 2018
REGISTERED NOT FOR PROFIT S-41346, 2000

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Holly Jones 
 Julia Mackey
 Natasha McEwan
 Doug McKeag
 Dorothea Funk (fall 2018)
 Chris Cooley (fall 2018)
 Brendan Bailey (fall 2018)
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
 Karen Planden-Jeffery
AD - PRODUCTION SERIES
 Dirk Van Stralen
AD - PRESENTATION SERIES
 Julia Mackey
PROTOCOL AND TOUR COORDINATOR
 Lahna Lampson
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
 Francyne Morrison
PRODUCTION TEAM 
 Dave Jeffery
 Leah Robinson
 Hans Saefkow 
STAGE MANAGER
 Leigh Robinson
 Duncan Gillespie
EXPLORATION SERIES
 Danette Boucher
 Karen Jeffery
 Michaela Jeffery
 Nicolle Nattrass
SUNSET CABARET
 Stu Cawood
 Chris Cooley
 James Douglas
IN MEMORIAM
 Tim Sutherland
POSTER ART
 Claire Kjundzic
SEASON PHOTOGRAPHY
 Thomas Draskouskis
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
 Karen Jeffery
 Dirk Van Stralen
SOCIAL MEDIA
 Francyne Morrison

DEVELOPMENT
 Karen Jeffery
MEMBERSHIP 
 Francyne Morrison
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
 Lahna Lampson
FRONT OF HOUSE
 Francyne Morrison
VOLUNTEERS
 Carrie Johnston
 Anne Laing
 Leanne Davies
 Ksenya Dorwart
 Julia Mackey
 Dirk Van Stralen
 Bill Horne
 Claire Kjundzic
 Glen Cairns
 Leigh Robinson
FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE
 Dave Jeffery
EDUCATION OUTREACH
 Lahna Lampson
ACCOMMODATIONS
 Dave Jeffery
MOONRISE FILM FESTIVAL
 Daniel Jeffery
 Devon Scott

THERE ARE MANY WAYS 
YOU CAN HELP THE 

SUNSET THEATRE 
CONTINUE TO GROW.

• BECOME A MEMBER
• JOIN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• MAKE A DONATION
• ATTEND A PERFORMANCE
• TELL A FRIEND

Visit us on-line at 
www.sunset-theatre.com 

or call 
250-994-3400

or email: 



Jay, Michael & Karen Abel
Amazing Space Gallery,              
Bill Horne
Amazing Space Gallery,              
    Claire Kujundzic
Art Rush Gallery x2
Cheryl & Dave, 
    The Bear’s Paw
Collette Beaulieu
Joan Beck
Kriss Boggild
The Fred Wells Show
    Danette Boucher 
    & James Douglas
Omineca & Signe Danes
Debbie Bridge
Sharon Brown
Mariel Buckley
Lindsay Burns
Judy Campbell
Cara Canzler
Chris Cooley
Harmonna Crosby
The Danby Girls
Helen Douglas
Joyce Douglas
Jeffery Dunn
Grayson Dunn
Dawson Dunn
Shelly Eckstein
Katelyn Escott
Reba Escott
Lew Frontaine
Riley Gilchrist
R. Andrew Hamilton, 
    Kaliban, August 2011
Diane Hiscock

History in the Making
Homespun, Ron Dunn
Homespun, Gail Dunn
Blanche Gilbertson
Neva Hohn & John Yates x2
Gillian Hopkins
Holly Joans
Murry Krause
Charlotte Kurta
Ricky Kwok
Betty Kwok
Tony Kwok
Simon Kwok
Kathy Landry
Laurie Landry
Brian Lewis
Julia Mackey & Dirk Van Stralen
Marie Nagel Gallery
The Matters Family
Natasha McEwen 
    & Elisa Aragon
Burthold ‘Showdog’ McEwen
Chester Mundle
Logan Mundle
The Norman Family x2
John & Gay Northey x2
Morag Northey
Amelia Northey-Taylor
Bronwyn Northey-Taylor
Nuska-the-Cat
Tess & Wendy
Pearcy Studio 
Beatty Planden
Lucy Reid
Douglas Bruce Reid
Lilly Reid
Michael Brice Reid

The Rembetika Hipsters
Terence Rigby
Bill and Buffy Rummel
Zeb Rummel
Oliver Schroer
The Shore Family
Donna, Mark & Lucy
Al Karim Somji
Josephine Somji
Maya Somji
Malaika Somji
Massai Somji
Massima Somji
Karl Stegemann & Family
Arman Tarhan
Theatre Royal, 
        2011 Cast & Crew
Leigh Turner
Besty van Halderen
Neil Vant
Jeannie Vant
Pamela Vant
Von Tiesenhausen Family
Yael Wand & Jason Griffin
Pete Wright

DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
Jack McKeag
Hildur & Len - Troll Mountain            

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE WHO HELPED 
SUPPORT THE SUNSET THEATRE’s CHAIR CAMPAIGN

Please contact us 
about your chair at 

sunsettheatre@gmail.com



Barkerville & cottonwood house

Barkerville Historic Town & Park

Blessing’s Grave

A journey to the Goldfields gets  
richer when you stop and smell the  

cottonwoods along the way.

A journey to the Goldfields gets  
richer when you stop and smell the  

cottonwoods along the way.

Wells

Cottonwood House

Cottonwood House Historic Site • Barkerville Historic Town & Park 
1-888-994-3332 • www.barkerville.ca

A PROVINCE OF BC HERITAGE PROPERTY & NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE OF CANADA

Barkerville & cottonwood house


